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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


SECTION I. 


Of the Situation of Sweden in regard to its Neigh- 
bours. 


FLAKE Monarchy of Sweden is much diminiſhed in 


point of extent, compared to what it was a century ago; 
Ruſſia poſſeſſes ſome of its moſt fertile provinces: others now be- 


long to Pruſſia; and Bremen and Verden are annexed to Ha- 


nover. Norway, alſo, the Swedes lay claim to; and that kingdom 
ſtill remains amongſt the titles of the Swediſh Crown. When 
the preſent King mounted the throne, particularly after he had- 


freed himſelf from ariſtocratical fetters, he certainly had reſolved 


to fignalize his reign, by recovering ſome part of what his an- 
ceſtors had loſt, He put his army on the beſt footing his finan- 
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ces would admit of, was perpetually forming camps, reviewing 
his troops, collecting ammunition and ſtores, and making every 
poſſible preparation for war. This naturally excited the jealouſy 


of his neighbours, which was not a little heightened by ſome 
imprudent ſpeeches, which he either actually made himſelf, or 


which were made for him. For inſtance, when Ruſſia was at war 
with the Turks, That he would certainly pay a viſit to his neigh- 


„ bour the Empreſs, at Peterſburgh, and would carry with him 
© 30,000 friends to inſure a cordial reception.” The Danes, and 


even the Ruſſians, (though the latter will not confeſs it), are not a 


little afraid of the warlike ſpirit and character of the Swedes. In 
particular. during the late Turkiſh war, Ruſſia was very apprehen- 
five of an attack. It ſuſpected, with ſome reaſon, that the Swedes 
ſecretly fomented and encouraged Pugatchef's rebellion : 40,000 


Ruſſians were therefore ſent into Finland, and large bodies of 
troops into Livonia, as:the Livonians (particularly fince all their 


old privileges and rights were aboliſhed) have betrayed a ſtrong 


inclination to return again under the Swediſh government. 


Hence alſo the new fortifications in the neighbourhood of Riga. 


But as the Danes and Ruſſians would probably unite in a joint 
attack upon Sweden, ſhould it make the ſmalleſt movement, the 


Swedes ſee the neceſſity of lying by for the preſent, and of 


watching for ſome favourable opportunity of acting to advan- 


ta ge. 


One thing both the King and the people of Sweden are very 


anxious to get rid of, and that is the payment of the Sound du- 


ties. But they know that cannot be effected without a war, which 
would be paying dear for the acquiſition ; particularly, as Ruſſia 
would infallibly ſupport Denmark in the conteſt. They are planning 
canals, therefore, to let ſmall veſſels through, acroſs a neck of land, 
by which paſſing Elfineur and the caſtle of Cronberg would 
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be avoided, But I doubt much the poſſibility, or at leaſt the 
utility of rhe meaſure. The Danes, however, are very jealous of 


it; and one who reſides in Count Bernſtorf's family was ſent 


over to les the ground, and to ſee if the attempt was prac- 


1306+: 


Connection with France. 


Funes. ſince the late revolution, conſiders Sweden as one of its 
ſureſt allies. The French themſelves have very imprudently 


ſaid, that they keep the Turks and Swedes, like two wild beaſts 
in their dens, to be let looſe for the purpoſe of fighting, whenever 
they think proper. The connection between the two countries 


is maintained by various circumſtances, 
1. By a mutual jealouſy, if not hatred of Ruſſia, 


2. By the intereſt that France took, and the aſſiſtance it gave 


the preſent King, in effecting the late revolution. 


3. By means of a Swediſh 3 which France has in its 
ſervice, into which many of the firſt of the Swediſh nobility go, 
when they are young, by way of military education. 


=; 4. By giving great encouragement to Swediſh officers who en- 
ter into their ſervice, either by /n or land, not only giving 
B them 


MAY 


them half-pay, but alſo the ribbon of the order De Merite Mili- 
taire, which was purpoſely inſtituted, to encourage and induce fo- 
reign Proteſtants, to engage in their ſervice; the Knights of that 
order taking no oath that the moſt rigid Proteſtant could object 
to. Nay, France is ſo politic, that, beſides their own ribbons 
and half- pay, the ambaſſador of that Court makes a point of re- 


commending any officer who has behaved well in their ſervice ſo. 
ſtrongly at home, that they are ſure of promotion; and I ſaw ſome 
of them decorated with the Swediſh as well as the French order 


of military merit, for their ſervices to France, 


5. Almoſt all the Swedes of any faſhion, both male and fe- 


male, ſpeak the French as well as their mother- tongue, and are 
perpetually making alluſions to the language and cuſtoms of 
France; for inſtance, calling the young Prince, Notre Dauphin, 
&c. &c. Many of the nobility alſo are educated in France; and 


all who can afford it travel into that country. 


6. France keeps the only ambaſſador at the Court of Stock- 


holm; a matter of mighty conſequence witch a monarch fo fond 
of ſhow as the preſent King of Sweden. All the other powers 
keep only miniſters, and charges des affaires. 


I was fortunate enough to get a pretty accurate account of 


the expences of France in that country, whether of a. naval, mili- 
tary, or diplomatic nature. 


Expences 


"4 ” 
1 
4 
a « 
* 
9 
fn 
1 
* 
365 
3 
— "= 
- "$f 
PS 
1,288 
LE © 
9 
* 
- 
oh * 
1. 


_ 


d 
A 
2 SIA. N * 


The Swediſh ambaſſador at Paris receives from the 


Expences of FRANCE in SWEDEN, 


Livres. 
To the ambaflador, for his perſonal expences, I 00,000 


For keeping up a table of 40 covers, - 30, ooo 


To a ſecretaire de legation, - - 8,000 
For the poor, — _ - = 600 
For two under ſecretaries, — - 1,000 
Pens, ink, paper, 5 — — = - 1,200 


„ 


In Sterling, L. 5, 866. Liv. 140,800 
Penſions to naval and military officers, — 24, 500 


r 


Liv. 165, 300 


King of France, - — 25, 00 
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In Sterling, L. 7927. Total, Liv. 190, 300 


This is beſides any ſubſidy to the Crown, and perhaps occa- 


ſional pecuniary donations to perſons of power and conſequence 
in the country. But it is aſtoniſhing what weight the expendi- 
ture of ſo ſmall a ſum as L. 8000 per annum gives to France in 
Sweden. 5 


The perſons ſent by France to Sweden as ambaſſadors, have in 
general conſiderable property of their own, in addition to what 


they 
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they receive from their ſovereign. They are obliged to be at 
great expence to keep up the dignity of their country, to ſecure 
partizans at the Court of Stockholm, and to procure informa- 


tion. The preſent ambaſſador (Le Marquis de Pons) has the 


largeſt private hotel in Stockholm, which was intended for the 
Princeſs-Royal. He gives his phyſician 1000 livres per annum, 


which is reckoned a great ſalary there: but he takes care to give 
it to the King's own phyſician, His entertainments are very 
magnificent; but he complains that the Swedes do not aſſociate 


with him. In fact, they are very poor, and very prudent. The 
richeſt man in the country (Baron Geer) has not L. 5000 Ster- 
ling a-year, Count Ferſen, the ſecond in point of wealth, has 
only L. 3coo, Very few have L. 2000 per annum; and therefore 
they very properly reſolve not to ſet themſelves on a footing, or 


to keep company with one, who, in addition to his own private 
fortune, receives L. 6000 per annum from his ſovereign. 


There 1s one expence which the Court of France began at 
the late revolution, and which it cannot well get rid of. 
When the Count de Creux (the Swediſh Miniſter at Paris at 
the time) announced that important event, the King of France, 


to expreſs the joy it gave him, immediately declared him an am- 


baſſador, ſent him home in one of the royal coaches, and or- 
dered 25,000 livres per annum to be paid him, to ſupport that 
dignity, in addition to his allowance from Sweden. The Count 
was ſoon afterwards recalled; but this appointment or penſion 
was continued until his death, for this very good reaſon, that the 
King of Sweden had nominated him his prime miniſter. Upon 
his death, this penſion, or additional allowance, would probably 
have gone to the Baron de Stael, had he not been only a 
miniſter, and not an ambaſſador, It was neceſſary, how- 

ever, 


=O 


ever, to make him an ambaſſador, (and conſequently he would 
have had ſome claim to the penſion), in order that he might 
be on a footing of marrying Mademoiſelle Necker, who, having 
rejected generals, could not expect the King's conſent to a con- 
nection with any perſon of an inferior rank. Stael was ſo en- 
riched with this marriage, getting, it is ſaid, L. 80, ooo on his 
wedding-day, that he has declined accepting of the allowance; 
and it is ſuppoſed that young Count Ferſen receives it, whoſe 
father is the moſt powerful man in Sweden, and who himſelf 
was a great favourite at the Court of France. It is amazing the 
effect which theſe little penſions have in Sweden. The elder 
Count Ferſen himſelf condeſcends to receive, under the name of 
half-pay, 1000 livres, or L. 41, 10s. Sterling per annum. The 
French, at the ſame time, take care to diſtribute theſe ſums in a 


very politic manner, diſguiſing them as much as poſſible under 
the pretence of half- pay, or of rewards for ſervices done, &c. &c. 


ſo as not to hurt the feelings of a proud, and ed. though a 
poor people. 


It is at preſent much queſtioned, whether France pays Sweden 
any ſubſidy. The former treaty of ſubſidy, made after the late 
revolution, has expired, and there has been none made public 
fince, The Danes aſſert, that Sweden receives 2,000,000 of 
livres per annum, to be laid out on its navy, under ſtipulations of 
furniſhing France with ſhips or ſeamen when called upon. But 
it is impoſſible that ſo large a ſum could be given, and indeed 
no ſhip of the line has been built this year, (auno 1786), though 
by way of a bravado, and to ſhow what they could do, four 
ſeventy-fours were actually built, and launched anne 1785. They 
build however ſo cheap, in conſequence of the great ſkill and 
abilities of that inimitable conſtructor Chapman, that four ſe- 
venty-fours would not coſt them above L. 100,000 Sterling, in- 

2 ; cluding, 
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cluding hulls and rigging. But to return to the ſubſidy. The 

King having got the monopoly of brandy and ſpirits, of courſe 

imported a conſiderable quantity of ſpirits from France; and it 

was ſaid, that his ſubſidy was paid in that commodity, But J 

found that idea was without foundation: for, when Sir Thomas 

Wroughton, our miniſter, at my deſire, ſuggeſted to the mini- 

ſter of finance, Monſ. de Liliencrantz, a plan of purchaſing for 

the uſe of Sweden the ſmuggled ſpirits ſeized in England, and 

which parliament has very abſurdly ordered to be ſtaved, or to- 

tally deſtroyed, he immediately, with great eagerneſs, graſped at 

the idea, and entered into it ſo keenly, that he propoſed ſending 

a ſhip directly to England, which he would never have done, 

had the Court of France ſupplied them with that article for no- 

thing. Though appearances are kept up, yet the King of Swe- 

den is not at all well at the Court of Verſailles, or with any of the 

parties 1nto which it 1s divided. The Queen of France diſlikes 

him for ſome imprudent ſpeeches he dropt reſpecting her, which 

; ſhe either heard herſelf, or which were reported to her. He cer- 
tainly ſaid in a public company, that ſhe had grown too fat, to 

be any longer accounted a beauty ;” and having one day ſung 

in his company, in order to diſplay her vocal accompliſhments, 

i (which, it is ſaid, are very fine); when his opinion was aſked, 
i 1 he very coldly replied, that he never reliſhed any ſinging but 
3 upon the ſtage.” The Queen, it is ſaid, by leaving him out 
1 of her parties, and other flights, took care to ſhow her reſent- 
$ ment. Vergennes and he, alſo, had very ſerious quarrels, Each 
of them arrogated, the entire merit and glory, of the late revo- 
lution in Sweden, to himſelf; and Vergennes was ſo much irri- 
tated with the King's ſpeeches upon that occaſion, that if he did 
not take away, he at leaſt diminiſhed the ſubſidy to Sweden 
when he became prime miniſter, The King of Sweden's laſt 
journey to Paris was in hopes of recovering his former ſubſidy, 
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and overſetting the miniſter. And when his journey to England 
this ſummer (anno 1780) was talked of almoſt with certainty, the 
French ambaſſador at Stockholm ſaid, that he was convinced the 
King would not go to France, as his reception there would not 
be very cordial. All theſe circumſtances convince me that he 
receives no ſubſidy at this time, or at leaſt that it is very ill paid. 


Indeed the French very wiſely take care to keep all ſubſidies to 
foreign powers as much in arrear as poſſible, ſo as to preſerve 


ſome hold over thoſe whoſe friendſhip they have purchaſed, On 


the whole, France likes the reputation of having ſuch. an ally, 
and in caſe of real neceſſity, has laid the foundation. of getting 


its aſſiſtance on as eaſy terms as poſſible. But it knows well, that 


it is ſo checked by Ruſlia and Denmark, that its aid cannot be 
much depended upon, unleſs at an expence, in all probability, 
beyond any advantage to be derived from it. 


As for the laſt treaty between the two Courts, Sweden has got 


the little rock or iſland of St Bartholemew in the Welt Indies, of 


no great value or importance, and France has ſtipulated for the 
privilege of building a naval magazine at Gothembourg, But as 


yet no ſtep towards that object has been taken, It was at one 
time intended. But the French demanded that all goods ſhould 


be admitted duty free, and without inſpection. This the 
Swedes refuſed, juſtly apprehending that it would become a ma- 
gazine of ſmuggled goods. It is very difficult, however, to diſ- 


cover what was the real intention of the Court of Verſailles in 


making the treaty, as it is in general the policy of that Court, 
and was particularly ſo during Vergennes' adminiſtration, to 
cover their real deſigns with clouds of negotiation, that the ob- 
jects they have actually in view, might become the more myſte- 
ri0us and impenetrable. 
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Character of the King. 


T. monarch, like every other one, is variouſly talked of. 


I ſhall firſt ſtate the defects and the vices of which his ene- 
mies accuſe him, and next thoſe accompliſhments and virtues 
which his friends aſſert he poſſeſſes. By blending the two to- 


gether, and taking a little from both, his real character may be 
eſtimated. 


I ae, in the firſt place, accuſe him of intemperance in 


drinking, in which 1 underſtand he occaſionally indulges him- 


ſelf to exceſs; but he is not yet an habitual drunkard. 


They ridicule him much for his vanity, in particular for imi- 
tating, becauſe his name 18 Guſtavus, his renowned anceſtors, 
Guſtavus Vaſa, and Guſtavus Adolphus. This is certainly a 


jaudable ambition, had he not extended it to ſuch trifles, ſitting 
in the attitude in which Guſtavus Adolphus is drawn, and the 


like, It is a ſtrong proof of vanity, that when he mounted to 
the top of the ſteeple of St Catherine's at Stockholm, he wrote 
his name, and the date of that important event. The precious 
characters are carefully covered with a plate of copper, and un- 
locked to be ſhown to ſtrangers as a mighty curioſity, His 
courtiers flatter this weakneſs ſo much as to have perſuaded him, 
that he is a man poſſeſſed of abilities too tranſcendent to be con- 


fined 
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fined within ſo narrow, cold, and remote a country as Sweden, 
and that he is fitter than any ſovereign now exiſting, to govern 
a great and a powerful empire, and to hold in his hands alone, 
the balance of Europe. 


The next point they charge him with, is extravagance, He is 
certainly inclined to ſpend much more than the revenues of ſo 
poor a kingdom as Sweden can afford. He immerſes himſelf 
in all kind of expences. Some uſeful, like thoſe at Carlſcrona; 
others perfectly unneceſſary, ſuch as the moſt elegant, though 
not the largeſt opera- houſe in Europe. It coſt above L. 1 50, ooo, 
and the actors he keeps, the decorations, &c. come to an enor- 
mous ſum per annum, which the prudent and rigid Swedes 
grudge mightily. To reconcile the nation as much as poſſible to 
this expence, he compoſed the outlines of a lyric tragedy, (which 
another put into verſe), in praiſe of one of their favourite heroes, 
Guſtavus Vaſa, and I am told that it has an admirable effect up- 
on the theatre, and is one of the moſt magnificent ſpectacles that 
can be ſeen. Oppoſite to the new opera, he is building a palace 
for his ſiſter, to anſwer it in point of ſize and form, and there 
is to be a handſome ſtone-bridge over the river, in the center, to 
open an eaſy communication between the royal palace and the 
great ſquare, The number of royal palaces in Sweden are very 
great. Beſides the large one in Stockholm, another at Droning- 
holm, for a ſummer-palace, a third at Gripiſholm for an oc- 
caſional winter-reſidence, there are others at Upſala, &c. He 
keeps 275 horſes in his ſtables at Stockholm only, In ſhort, 
it is altogether too great an eſtabliſhment for ſo ſmall a kingdom. 


He is alſo unguarded and imprudent, both in his words and 
actions. As to the firſt, ſome inſtances have been already given. 
— With 
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Wich regard to the latter, he is very apt to be haſty in his reſo- 
lations. He is not very old himſelf, and his counſellors are all 
young. The diet (1786) was haſtily reſolved on, and as haſtily 
diſſolved; and the ſpeech at the diſſolution was ſo very violent, 
that the King found it abſolutely neceſſary to ſoften it before it 
was printed. The obnoxious paſſages however {till remain deeply 
engraven in the minds of many of the hearers, and will not eaſily 
be forgotten. 


He alſo makes a very cold huſband to a very amiable Queen, 
who, though rather plain in her perſon, and a Dane, and conſe- 
quently of a nation he cordially diſlikes, yet is intatled to very 
different uſage. 


I ſhall now delineate this monarch's character in the fa- 


vourable light in which it is repreſented by his friends. 


The King has ever ſhown a ſincere and hearty deſire to render 


his country flouriſhing. Every uſeful attempt, of a public na- 


ture, he warmly patronizes. He encourages learned men of all 
profeſſions. To thoſe who. conſpicuouſly diſtinguiſh, themſelves 
by their literary labours he gives the offices they are entitled to ex- 
pect, as the beſt profeſſorſhips in the different univerſities, and 
ſometimes the order of Vaſa, as in the caſe of Thunberg, who 
had been in Japan. By his attention and encouragement he has 
alſo reared ſome tolerable painters; and Sergle, who is employed 
and maintained by him, is an eracllent ſtatuary. 


He is attentive, as every wiſe king ought to be, to keep up his 
naval and military. forces on the beſt footing. He has once more 
rouſed the warlike ſpirit of the Swedes, which had ſunk very 
low indeed during his father's reign, Their laſt campaign againſt 

the 
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the King of Pruſſia was peculiarly diſgraceful, with an army of 
20, o men making no progreſs againſt a ſmall body of militia 
and invalids. The Swedith troops, however, are now in very dif- 
ferent order, Its fleet is alſo formidable, in conſequence of the 
great abilities and exertion. of that excellent conſtructor, Chap- 
man, who is unqueſtionably at the very top of his profeſſion. 


There is no man more inſinuating when he chuſes it, or who 
can behave in a more affable and engaging manner to ſtrangers. 
In point of general knowledge alſo, there are very few of his ſub- 
jects on a footing with him. His pretenſions to eloquence ſtand 
high for a ſovereign, and his oratorial talents were of great ſer- 
vice to him at the laſt revolution, and ſtill render him popular 
with the people at large. His enemies however contend, that 
he ought to be called a parleur and not an orateur. 


. - : r 
0 A A 


His behaviour to England during the laſt war varied. At 
firſt, he did not at all reliſh the American rebellion. He ſaid it 
was the common cauſe of ſovereigns to check ſuch attempts: 
and I am convinced that were there a rebellion in Ireland, he 
would lend us troops to quell it, who might be tranſported into 
that iſland from Gothemburgh, with great ſpeed and little diffi- 
culty. His tone, however, by the machinations of France, 
ſoon altered. At his famous interview with the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia in Finland, ammo 17 , he ſpoke a very different language; 

and I know it from the very beſt authority, that he then expreſ- 
ſed great ſatisfaction that England was likely to be humbled, 
He was alſo the great promoter of the Armed Neutrality, and-ac- 
tually propoſed it to Ruſſia a year before it really took place. 
It is proper at the ſame time to remark, that he permitted as ma- 
ny of his ſubjects as deſired it, to go into our ſervice, and ſeve- 
ral thouſand natives of Sweden, during the laſt war, were on 
board 
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board of our fleet and merchantmen. This is an immenſe ad- 
vantage which England enjoys. For all the common ſailors in 
the northern kingdoms prefer the Engliſh to the French ſervice, 
(with the officers it is in general otherwiſe), and a great number 
of them might be procured for very little money, to mix with 


our own ſailors, ſhould their number be too ſcanty for manning 


our ſhips completely. The greater part of thoſe ſailors alſo are 


able ſeamen, and in general underſtand a little of the Engliſh 
language. 


r. IV. 


The King's Miniſters and Favourites. 


T HE King has not been very happy in his choice of miniſters, 


The firſt, Le Comte de Creux, was a drunken profligate fel- 
low, and ſometimes really mad. After his death there was a 
ſpecies of miniſterial interregnum for ſome months, till at laſt 


the young Count d'Oxenſtierna was appointed. He ſeems to be 


a plain modeſt young man, better qualified for a private than 
for a public life, ſo that every body was aſtoniſhed at the choice, 
But the King pitched upon him, partly becauſe his character 
was unexceptionable, and partly on account of a remote con- 


nection with the Royal Family. Perhaps he alſo wiſhes to have 


all the credit of being his own miniſter ; or recollecting that his 
great anceſtor Guſtavus Adolphus had a chancellor, Oxenſtier- 


na, whoſe memory is ſtill revered in Sweden, he naturally 


thought that one of the ſame name and family would be popu- 
lar with the people. Liliencrantz, the miniſter of finance, is 
an able man, fruitful in expedients, and attentive to his depart- 


ment, 


Wy 1 


ment, but like all inſtruments of taxation, very unpopular, 
Baron d'Armfelt, his perſonal favourite, is weak, contemptible, 
and deteſted. He has the care of the opera, which is an em- 
ployment fit enough for him, But the public cannot bear that 
ſuch an upſtart ſhould always be the King's companion, ride 
with him alone in his phaeton, and meet with all the countenance 
he receives, 


J 


Oppoſition in the laſt Diet, (1786). 


Nothing could be more firm and unanimous than the oppo- 
fſition that the King met with at the laſt diet, particularly 
on the part of the nobles and the peaſants. The oppoſition was 
headed by Count Ferſen, who, on account of his eſtate, con- 
nections, and abilities, is reckoned the moſt powerful man in 
Sweden; and he was ſupported by Baron Geer, who is by far 
the richeſt perſon in the country. At one time the ſpirit of op- 
poſition had run ſo high, and had ſo much pervaded all ranks of 
people, even the military, that the King was in a manner totally 
deſerted; and if Count Ferſen had propoſed in the diet the reſto- 
ration of the old conſtitution, it would have infallibly taken 
place. But he either wanted inclination or ſpirit. Indeed he is 
ſo much attached to the Court of France, where his ſon reſided 
at the time in high favour, that he might be afraid of taking ſo 
bold a ſtep; and perhaps his ambition is ſatisfied with holding 
the balance between the crown and the people. 
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Foreign Miniſters at the Court of Stockholm. 
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IN every country in Europe, with almoſt the ſingle exception of 
England, the Corps diplomatique for the time being are objects of 
peculiar attention. They are not only of importance, as forming 
a part of the Court, as living with great magnificence, as carry- 
ing on the political intereſts of their reſpective countries, but 
alſo as having much to fay, and being oftentimes ſecretly con- 
ſulted reſpecting the adminiſtration and government of the very 
countries where they reſide. And hence it is of very great con- 
ſequence for every ſtate to employ able men in ſo important 
a department. Thoſe whom I ſaw at Stockholm, anno 1786, were 
as follows. | 5 
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1. M. Le Marquis de Pont, Ambaſſadeur de France. A man of fa- 
mily and faſhion in that country, with tolerable abilities, and a 
good addreſs. But there is ſamething on his mind which pre- 
vents him from entering much into converſation, except upon 
any very intereſting ſubject. His only daughter was with him, 
the wife of Le Marquis du Bois de la Motte, from whom ſhe is ſe- 
parated. She is the talleſt woman I ever ſaw, being about ſix 
feet four inches; and her huſband, it is ſaid, is a very little man. 
She is not, however, ugly, except in her mind, which is ſo truly 
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diſtorted, that I am not ſurpriſed the poor Marquis ſhould wear 


a diſcontented countenance. 


2, The Spaniſh miniſter's name is Mon. de Carrol, It is proper 
to mention him next, as he affects to be conſtantly with De 
Pons, and to keep up the family- connection between the royal 


houſes of France and Spain. He is a man with a perfect good 


opinion of himſelf, without any ſtrong reaſon for indulging it. 


However, the little connection and intercourſe that exiſt. be- 


tween Spain and Sweden, does not render an abler man at all ne- 
ceſſary. 


3. Monr de Marca, the Ruſſian miniſter, is an able man, has 
a great deal of eaſy and pleaſant converſation, occaſionally inter- 


ſperſed with lively ſallies of wit, and much information on the 


preſent political ſtate of Europe. He is a warm Ruſſian patriot, 
and has a high idea of the power and importance of that em- 


pire. He is much difliked by the King, and the Swedes in ge- 


neral, on that account, and for undervaluing, and ſeeming to de- 
ſpiſe, their country. He has been lately appointed the third mi- 
niſter in the foreign department at Peterſburgh, and is likely 
from his connection with Count Beſderadko, and his intriguing 
ſpirit and abilities, to riſe at that Court. He is ſuppoſed to be a 
decided enemy to France, and attached to the Engliſh intereſt. 


However, his own intereſt in the firſt place, and next that of Ruſ- 
ſia, will direct his conduct as a ſtateſman. 


A curious incident happened to him when I was at Stock- 


holm. More from vanity than from real appetite, for his ſtate 
of health is very indifferent, and the lady is very plain, he took 


into keeping Madame Huſs, the principal French actreſs at Stock- 


holm, 
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holm. He was very deſirous of carrying her along with him to 
Ruſſia, and applied for her diſmiſſion; which was refuſed. One 
evening, (22d July), after playing before the King and Royal Fa- 
mily at Droningholm, ſhe eloped. The police were immediately 


ſent after her; and before ſhe could get out of Sweden, ſhe was 


caught, much to Marcoff's mortification. 'The King was enra- 
ged at it, Her abſence would have ſtopped for ſome time the 
French comedy, which has coft him ſo much, at leaſt until he 
could have procured another actreſs. She was his contracted ſer- 
vant for eight years longer. It was conſidered as a perſonal in- 
ſalt to the King, and in the higheſt degree imprudent in a fo- 
reign miniſter to meddle with, Indeed I am convinced, that had 


the King of Sweden's ſtrength and reſources been equal to his 


ſpirit, he would have demanded, as ſatisfaction from the Court 
of Peterſburgh, the diſmiſſion of Marcoff from all his employ- 
ments, or run the hazard of a war, to procure reparation, 


4. The Daniſh miniſter, Count Juel, ſhould be mentioned next, 
being as ſubſervient to the Ruſlan, as the Spaniſh is to the 


French ambaſſador. Indeed they make two ſeparate and jealous 


parties, there being every where a great rivalſhip between France 
and Ruſſia, He is a very weak and ſickly man, and no body in 


their ſenſes would have pitched upon ſuch a miniſter. But he 


is brother-in-law to Mon. de Shack Rathlow, who muſt be gra- 
tified, by ſending this fool to Stockholm. 


5. Sir Thomas Wroughton, the Engliſh miniſter, is a native 
of Wiltſhire. Originally bred in the mercantile line, and ſettled 


at Peterſburgh, where he was appointed conſul, He was in 


high favour with Peter III. and it is faid, at that time with the 
preſent Empreſs, He was certainly a handſome man in his 


youth, and though not very deep, yet has ſenſe enough to act his 


part 
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part in life with great propriety, He has been for many years 
in the diplomatic line; the greater part of which was ſpent as 
the Engliſh miniſter at the Court of Warſaw, He is the beſt liked 
of 'all the foreign miniſters at Stockholm, and thence is led to in- 
dulge too favourable an idea of the friendſhip of Sweden to- 


wards England, deceived by the great perſonal civilities he meets 
with from perſons of all deſcriptions, 


The other branches of the corps diplomatique at Stockholm are 
not intitled to any particular attention. It 1s fingular however to 


ſee at the Court of a Proteſtant Monarch, a nuncio from the 


Pope, who is actually received and acknowledged at Court, and 
is much liked by every body. The King received great civili- 
ties from his Holineſs at Rome, which firſt brought on that 


diplomatic intercourſe, and indeed is glad of any thing that 


will add to the number or ſplendour of his Court, or that gives 
the ſemblance of any additional conſequence to Sweden, 


s E CT. vn. 


Diſpoſition of the Court and Country of Sweden 
towards England. 


HE Court ſeems to prefer a French, but the country in ge- 
neral I am convinced would reliſh better an Engliſh alliance. 


The character of the Swedes and that of the Engliſh reſemble 


each other much, which gives all the better part of the nation 
a partiality for England, But what both the Court and the 


—— | country 
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country would prefer, is a war between France and England, 
and the advantages of a lucrative neutrality. The day I was in- 
troduced at Droningholm, the King ſaid to Sir Thomas 
Wroughton, When ſhall we have another maritime war? We 
© Jong much for it in Sweden.“ And no wonder; for it occaſions 
a great addirional conſumption of their. commodities; a greater 
demand for them, and conſequently a higher price; and an oppor- 


tunity of making immenſe ſums of money, by freighting their 


ſhips to the powers at war, and by acting as commercial agents, 


One of their merchants very honeſtly declared, that he was almoſt 


aſhamed of the money he made during that golden era as he called 


it, namely, the American war. Their ſhips are now unemployed, 


The exchange is turning again greatly againſt them, and their 
ſpecie is going faſt out of the country, In ſhort, they are again 
getting into very great diſtreſs. 


It! E proper to remark, that both the Danes and the Swedes are 
very jealous of the attempts of the Engliſh to monopolize the 
Eaſt-India trade, and unleſs they are permitted to have a ſhare 


in it, we may have other enemies in that part of the world to 


contend with, beſides the French. 


8 E G T. In. 


Conduct of England to Sweden. 


7 HE King has a great deſire to ſee England, and aſſembled 
the laſt diet (which had nearly proved ſo fatal a ſtep to 
him) in order to procure money for making the journey. It is 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, that he has alſo a ſtrong deſire to be made a knight of the 


Garter, and in particular to ſee an inſtallation, in wliich, and 
in his taſte for ſhows, he might be gratified. When in England, 


I am perſuaded that an advantageous treaty of commerce might 
be made with him. At any rate, we might ſecure an abſolute 


neutrality in war, and full liberty to his ſubjects to enter on 
board our fleet. Indeed that kind of aſſiſtance (a ſupply of 
ſeamen) is the very thing we ſhould wiſh for, as the moſt uſeful 


of any. If Denmark and Sweden aid us openly, we muſt pay 


them, for they cannot afford the expence themſelves, It is 
to the full as cheap therefore, and much more manly, po- 
litic, and creditable, to have our own ſhips and officers, and to 
mingle with our own ſailors a certain proportion of foreign ſea- 
men. The northern Courts would give permiſſion, and perhaps 


encouragement, to their ſeamen to enter on board our fleet for a 


ſmall ſubſidy, of perhaps L. 20, ooo each per annum; and were 
that the caſe, I am perſuaded that from 20 to 30,000 foreign 


ſailors might be expected from Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. 
This reſource was not ſufficiently attended to during the laſt war; 
though ſuch is the partiality of the Daniſh and Swediſh ſailors 
to the Engliſh ſervice, that ſome who were taken priſoners du- 


ring that war in our ſhips, rather choſe to continue in captivity, 
than to enter on board the French fleet, 


But though admitting common ſeamen is a politic and uſe- 


ful meaſure; yet on no earthly conſideration ought any fo- 


reign officer to be received into our naval ſervice, It is ſaid, 
that the Ardent of 64 guns, the only ſhip of the line taken by 


the French laſt war, or at leaſt that remained in their poſſeſſion, 
was captured in conſequence of the treachery of a Swediſh offi- 


cer; who having diſcovered, in our ſervice, our private ſignals, 
immediately 
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( 24 ) 
immediately deſerted to the French, and communicated them to 
our enemies. Any diſcovery of that kind is of the moſt dan- 
gerous nature, and ought on no account to be riſked, Indeed 
the leſs experience and the leſs {ki]l other nations have, the more 


muſt the naval character of the Engliſh ſhine on their proper ele- 
ment. 


It is ſaid, that Sweden, for a ſubſidy of L. go, ooo per annum, 


would enter into a treaty with England, Ruſha, and Denmark, 


to counterpoiſe the Family- compact, and to guarantee to us all our 


Indian and other remote poſſeſſions. This plan is worthy of ſeri- 


ous conſideration, as it would prevent a war whilſt it laſted, and 
conſequently it would be the eaſieſt and cheapeſt mode of ſecu- 
ring thoſe poſſeſſions, That ſubſidy alſo might be paid to Swe- 


den without any expence to this country, by the means I have 


already hinted at. The conſumption of ſmuggled ſpirits at 
home being conſidered as an encouragement to that pernicious 
traffic, by the law as it now ſtands they are ordered to be de- 
ſtroyed. It would anſwer exactly the ſame purpoſe, were they 
to be exported to foreign countries, The King of Sweden 
would purchaſe L. 50,000 per annum of thoſe ſpirits, to be told to 
his ſubjects ; and thus, at no expence to this country, could the 
friendſhip of that monarch be ſecured. 


As to the people of Sweden, we have advantages for ſecuring 
their good wiſhes, which ought not to be neglected. Above fixty 


of the nobleſt and moſt powerful families of Sweden are of 
Scotch extraction, and not a little proud of their origin. Count 
Ferſen, the moſt powerful man in Sweden, is properly a Mac- 
pherſon. Duval, who was Landt-Marſhall, or at the head of the 


laſt diet, is properly a Macdoual. The Baron de Geer, the rich- 
eſt of their nobles, and the ſecond in point of influence, is of 


Dutch 
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FE 
Dutch extraction. But then all his iron, in which his wealth 
conſiſts, goes to England, and naturally connects him with that 
country, Advantage alſo ſhould be taken of the prejudices of 
the people, that the Engliſh and the Swedes reſemble each other 
much in manners, ſpirit, and government, and that even their 
language was originally the ſame, | 


As to the preſent ſtate of the Swediſh fleet and army, the a- 
mount of its revenue, and the real extent of its commerce, 
Cantzler, a Saxon, in his Memoires concernant la Suede, has ſo 
fully and clearly explained the fituation of that country in thoſe 
reſpects, that it is ſufficient to refer to him, his work being the 
beſt and moſt authentic political account of a country I have 
ever had an opportunity of examining, Rs 
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CONCLOVIF LON 


1 conclude with ſome curſory Obſervations on the cha- 
racter, manners, and government of the Swediſh nation. 


The character of the Swedes, particularly ſuch as are uncon- 


taminated by their pernicious connection with France, is a very 


reſpectable one. Their courage in war has never been doubted. 
They are, perhaps, more hardy than their neighbours the Danes, 
which may in ſome meaſure be attributed, to their living in a 
country, where there is more ſnow, and leſs rain, than in Denmark. 


They are alſo very ingenious and intelligent; fond of literature, 


and intitled to claim at leaſt an equality with other nations for 
their chemical and botanical knowledge, it being difficult for 


any country to produce rivals to Berghman and Linnæus. Above 


all, they are diſtinguiſhed for the prudence and morality of their 
private conduct, for a manly ſpirit of liberty, and a warm zeal 
for promoting the public intereſts of the nation. 


They have many diſadvantages to ſtruggle with. Their ſoil 
is in general poor and ſandy, full of ſtones and rocks, and na- 
turally running to wood. Their climate is very indifferent, 
their ſummers being too hot, hardly producing any graſs, and 


not always favourable to grain; and their winters are ſo ſevere, 


chat they are ae obliged to take off the ſtraw that covers 
their 


19 
their own houſes, to keep their cattle from ſtarving. Were it 
not for the red rye, which they fow in October and reap in 
the Auguſt following, Sweden would have been long ago 
depopulated. As. it is, they are hardly ever able to raiſe grain 
enough for their ſubſiſtence ; and the expence of purchaſing food 
from other countries, keeps them in perpetual poverty and de- 
pendence. ” 
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The Swedes have carried their manufactures to as great per- ö 
fection as could well be expected. Their iron is perhaps the beſt i 
in Europe. Their leather, hats, gloves, cabinet- work, &c. are : 
excellent. But they can never rival England as a manufacturing 
nation, both from the want of natural products, (wood and iron 
being the only ones they have in any great perfection or abun- 
dance, their copper-ore being very poor), and becauſe, by their 
northern ſituation, they are excluded from a commercial inter- 
courſe with other countries for ſo many months in the year, As 
it is, their trade would be very inſignificant, were it not for their 
extenſive lakes and inland navigations, and had they not the beſt | 
roads of any country in Europe, England only excepted. : 
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The government, as it is now conſtituted, is very defective. 
In England, we find it difficult enough to manage two Houſes of 
Parliament; but in Sweden there are four : The Nobles, who a- 
lone are 700 in number, the Clergy, the Burghers, and the Peaſants, 
or Commons *. They all conſult in ſeparate houſes; and three 
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One would ſuppoſe, that the peaſants were taken out of their proper ſphere, 2 
when they commence legiſlators. But I underſtand that ſuch as are ſent to the 4 
Diet are, in general, ſnrewd and ſenſible men, and more intelligent than could 4 


well 
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1 
of them muſt agree in opinion, and obtain the King's approba- 
tion, before any bill paſſes into a law. This is not always prac- 
ticable, as there is a great deal of jealouſy, and no principle of 
union, among the different orders. In ſhort, as M. de Shack- 
Rathlow, a very able Daniſh miniſter of ſtate, remarked to me 
at Copenhagen, it was very abſurd in the King of Sweden, ſince 
he was about making a revolution, that he did not ſweep away 
every remnant of the old conſtitution, and eſtabliſh a ſimple mo- 
narchy in its ſtead. It is ſaid that the King intended it; but 
finding his adherents ſtartle at the idea, he was obliged to pur- f 
ſue thoſe half-meaſures, which ſeldom anſwer in the end, and will 


probably occaſion, in ſome future period, the reſtoration of the 


old conſtitution, with ſtricter checks on the regal anthrräty chan 
was ever before chought neceſſary. 
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well be ſuppoſed, conſidering their opportunities. None but real peaſants can be 
. = elected; inſomuch that the holding of any office, whether civil or military, or 
. being in any of the three learned profeſſions of law, Phylic, | or Ty, is A ſufſi- 
3Þ$ cient diſqualification. - 18 5 
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